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Givil Society and
International Agreements

It is well accepted that NGOs — whether international or community-based — can
play an important role by holding governments to account for the international
agreements they have signed.

Research suggests that non-binding, high-ambition agreements can achieve a great
deal provided civil society and other stakeholders can be actively engaged.

May Miller-Dawkins for the Overseas Development Institute analysed the MDGs and
other international agreements, prior to the finalization of the SDGs. She concluded:

® “Practicality” should not blunt ambition. High ambition and non-binding nature
could increase, rather than diminish, an agreement’s overall and long-term
impact. . . In a variety of cases, higher ambition, lower enforcement agreements
have allowed domestic groups to use international norms and frameworks for
leverage to generate change.’

@ National platforms need to include diverse stakeholders and have time for
genuine dialogue: The effects of international agreements are “highly
contingent” on the dynamics of domestic social mobilisation and existing
institutions.

® Knowledge and monitoring can drive progress, not just measure it: At the
national level, dialogue by diverse stakeholders that creates a more consensual
definition of the problem can create a platform for successful problem solving.

® Agreements can reinforce existing international norms, and can strengthen their

existing monitoring platforms: goals are underpinned by international human
rights and environmental law.
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